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Introduction

Background: Constraint types proposed to contribute to directionality and
control in vowel harmony:

Feature alignment
(e.g. Kirchner 1993, Akinlabi 1994, Cole & Kisseberth 1995, Pulleyblank 1996).

Faithfulness to a word-edge syllable (especially root-initial)
(Beckman 1997, 1998, see also Kaun 1995, Walker 2001a, Sasa 2001, among others).

Faithfulness between stems and their affixed forms (achieving cyclicity)
(Bakovit 2000).

Issue: Despite this variety of approaches, obtaining certain directionality effects
and control in vowel harmony remains elus{s&: also Hyman 2002, Sasa 2003)

study: Servigliano Italian vowel copy

Basic facts:

Full vowel copy harmony propagates regressively among sequences of
unstressed vowels.

Vowels that control harmony are (a) final in the clitic group constituent, i.e. a final
stem vowel or enclitic vowel, and (b) the last proclitic vowel.

Schematically:
C = clitic group(Nespor & Vogel 1986, Hayes 1989)

Vowel copy initiated by final vowel in C Exx.
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Vowel copy initiated by last proclitic
co d\ T srenl @ 6 ... 1

métta=ca=la
‘put it (f sg)’

mé=s@=la=pijj-a (Vv copy occurs)
‘he takes it (f sg) from me’

[F] ce=fat-imo (No V copy)
‘we make ourselves’
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Problems:

Regressive copy does not follow fromwIEN-Left(F) or SPREAD-Left(F).

Trigger control cannot be attributed to strong syllable faith.

Trigger control and regressive copy do not follow from Stem - Affixed Form faith.

Preview of proposal

Part I: Domain

Vowel copy harmony operates among the most prosodically weak vowels.
a. Prominence scaldltalian varieties):

V/6 > V/Pretonic-Stent > V/G

Part II: Directionality

Regressive directionality arises from local conjunction of a constraint aligning
syllables to the left edge of the clitic group constituent &&NIT(F). This
attracts unfaithful vowels towards the left.

b. ALLOL &, IDENT-IO(F)
“If a syllable violates ALoL, it must obey DENT-IO(F), and vice versa.”

Organization

81 - Data — Servigliano Italian vowel copy harmony.
82 - Analysis.

83 - Alternatives.

84 - Conclusion and further issues.

. Servigliano ltalian — Data

Servigliano Italian is spoken in the extreme south of the Marches. Data and
description are based on Camilli (1929), Maiden (1995) and Nibert (1998).

(Other work on Servigliano lItalian includes Leonard 1978, Calabrese 1988, Kaze 1989, 1991,
Flemming 1993, Dyck 1995.)

Vowel inventory:

Front Back
High i u
Mid e 0

€ b)
Low a

Unstressed mid vowel neutralization:
Mid vowels E, o] regularly raise to [e, o] when unstressed (as in Standard Italian)

Stress:
Main stress falls on one of the last three syllables of the word, excluding enclitics.
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